
ODE suggests, in tandem 

with the standards review, 

districts can gain much by 

participating fully in the 

model curriculum develop-

ment process by having 

teachers attend the team 

meetings and by reviewing 

and commenting on the 

model curriculum draft when 

posted in October and No-

vember. These activities will 

guide local district efforts to 

revise local curricula once 

the model curriculum is ap-

proved and ultimately, to 

integrate standards, curricula 

and performance tasks into 

teachers’ course planning.

(August ñIdes of ODEò) 

Please contact us at liter-

acy@hcesc.org if you have 

additional questions or re-

quests for assistance. 

Many districts have already 

contacted HCESC regarding 

the New Standards and what 

are the first steps to take 

toward full implementation. 

Our first  recommendation is 

a caution in regards to test-

ing ð the assessments will 

not change until 2014-15, 

after a series of field tests 

scheduled to begin in 2012-

2013.  All ODE assessments 

will be based on the current 

standards that districts are 

using. 

However, becoming familiar 

with the new standards is 

our second recommenda-

tion.  Beginning now is a 

wonderful idea as there is a 

lessened pressure to know 

and understand all of the 

Common Core immediately!  

ODE is also creating materi-

als which will compare the 

previous standards with the 

newly approved standards.  

Their work will aid teachers 

and districts in the transition. 

ODE has recommended that 

teachers be trained in inquiry

-based instruction and for-

mative assessment planning 

around divergent, or essen-

tial, questions.   

Several other questions 

were addressed in the Au-

gust ñIdes of ODE,ò many 

regarding the Model Curric-

ula. Due to the summer 

schedule of Model Curricula 

planning sessions, a number 

of teachers were unable to 

attend.  However, ODE has 

planned additional sessions 

in the fall, due to additional 

interest. 

The New Standards and Model Curricula  

Literacy Council Meetings: Reminder!  

During this school year, Liter-

acy council will meet quar-

terly, in conjunction with the 

Math Council.  Council lead-

ership hopes this alignment 

will ease the burden of multi-

ple off-site meetings for our 

customers.   

Feel free to contact us with 

questions, concerns, and 

topics youôd like to see ad-

dressed in Council meetings, 

or in this newsletter.  You can 

reach us at  

literacy@hcesc.org 

Meeting Dates 

     September 27, 2010 

     January 24, 2011 

     March 7, 2011 

     May 9, 2011 

All Meetings will start at 10 

am and run approximately an 

hour and a half. We will meet 

in the Auditorium at Hamilton 

Avenue. 

Math Council will meet in the 

afternoon. 

Special points of interest:  

¶ New Standards and Model Curricula 

¶ Common Core Standards 

¶ The Digital Age 

¶ Race to the Top 
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Over the summer, there has 

been a flurry of activity around 

the common core standards 

and the model curriculum that 

will support them.  On June 7th, 

the Ohio State Board of Educa-

tion adopted the Common 

Core Standards for English 

Language Arts with a unani-

mous vote of 18-0. 

The next step in the Common 

Core State Initiative is the de-

velopment of a model curricu-

lum that is aligned to the stan-

dards and will be adopted by 

the State Board of Education.  

The timeline for this develop-

ment is outlined on page 3 

(image courtesy of ODE). 

Most regional meetings for 

teacher teams to generate 

Instructional Strategies and 

Resources were held during 

July and August.  ODE will be 

offering one final opportunity 

for teachers to participate in 

this process.  The meetings for 

Region 13 will be held at 

HCESC during the month of 

September, so be on the look-

out for more information if you 

are interested in this opportu-

nity. 

Google Docs : free word proc-

essing, presentation, form 

building, spreadsheet, and data 

storage tools. Great for collabo-

ration between students and 

colleagues ð and you only 

share what you select to share! 

As with all things Google, it can 

be used in conjunction with 

other Google applications such 

as Gmail and Calendar. 

Glogster. Wordle. RSS. Twitter. 

Animoto. Wikis. Blogs. Pod-

casts. Nings. MySpace.  

Feeling overwhelmed with the 

vast number of tools available 

to use in your classroom?  Start 

small, and test out one or two 

this year!  Here are a few sug-

gestions é. 

Blog : try a classroom blog! 

Write about whatôs going on in 

your classroom; itôs a great 

way to keep parents informed. 

There are several free and 

easy to use blog programs 

(WordPress, Blogger, Blog). 

Privacy settings vary, but do 

exist. 

tions to users. Other improved 

functionality of Web 2.0 in-

cludes open communication, 

with an emphasis on Web-

based communities of users 

and more open sharing of in-

formation. Over time, Web 2.0 

has been used more as a mar-

keting term than a computer-

science-based term. Blogs, 

wikis and Web services are all 

seen as components of Web 

2.0. (Webopedia)  

mashup  

Web application where con-

tent, data, or other services 

are combined from more than 

one source into an integrated 

experience. 

(DiscoveryEducation.com/

web2.0) 

 

Web 2.0 

Web 2.0 is the term given to 

describe a second generation 

of the World Wide Web that is 

focused on the ability for peo-

ple to collaborate and share 

information online. Web 2.0 

basically refers to the transi-

tion from static HTML Web 

pages to a more dynamic Web 

that is more organized and is 

based on serving Web applica-

Terms to Know: from the 21st Century Learning Commons Glossary    

Standards and Model Curriculum Update: Ohio Department of Education  
 

Web 2.0: Tools to Try  
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How many Web 

2.0 terms do 

you know?  

Have your 

students quiz 

you on your 

knowledge of 

ñtheir turf.ò 

Image from Librarian.net  

http://learningcommons.infohio.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=79&Itemid=134


At the end of the 2009-2010 
school year, DIBELS was re-
vised and released as DIBELS 
Next.  Informational sessions 
are being held at HCESC, the 
next will be on September 9th.  
Please call 674-4200 if you are 
interested in attending.  A 
summary of the key changes is 
bulleted below: 
 

¶ All new forms and pas-

sages 

¶ Improved, clearer direc-

tions for assessor and 
students 

¶ NEW easier-to-administer 

measure of early phone-
mic awareness, First 
Sound Fluency. First 
Sound Fluency replaces 
Initial Sound Fluency. 

¶ NEW measure based on 

maze procedures, Daze, 
added as an additional 
indicator of comprehen-
sion for third through sixth 
grade. 

¶ Larger format for scoring 

booklets to facilitate scor-
ing and the recording of 
response patterns. 

¶ Retell integrated into the 

Oral Reading Fluency 

measure 

¶ Benchmark goals and cut 

points for risk will be avail-
able August 31, 2010. 

 
Additional information about 
the changes to DIBELS can be 
found by following this link to 
the news release. 
 
Any additional questions about 
changes or training support 
can be directed to the Literacy 
Team at HCESC.  Simply 
email us, and weôll help you 
find the answers you need. 

Sometimes, however, studentsô 

perspective on how to use their 

technology skills and the in-

stant access to knowledge 

challenges educators.   How 

does the English teacher ex-

plain citation of sources to stu-

dents reading Wikipedia?  Or 

how do you respond to, ñthe 

website didn't have an author, 

so I didnôt write down where I 

got it?ò   

At the primary and secondary 

Our students have not known a 

world without the internet and 

the World Wide Web. The sta-

tistics on our students and their 

connectivity to technology and 

information is staggering.  And 

some days, attempting to keep 

up with their skills and under-

standing of the web feels im-

possible. Collaborating with our 

students is essential for our 

own understanding of many of 

the tools and terms out there! 

levels, we might not have as 

many challenges of this sort. 

But at the postsecondary level, 

professors are experiencing 

more scenarios of this type. 

And really, when mashups are 

commonplace, how are educa-

tion professionals to respond to 

plagiarism? A recent New York 

Times article addresses this 

concern. Itôs a thought provok-

ing read, prompting considera-

tion of our changing world. 

Update: DIBELS® Next    

PERSPECTIVE : A thought on the Millennial Generation    Amy Nock  

Model Curricula Timeline  

Page 3 

Need 

Information?

Try these links:  

NCTE Statement on 

Media Literacy and 

Fair Use 

Information on the 

Millennial 

Generation  

Why the Internet 

will fail (1995)  

Essential Web Tools 

for Students  
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¶Improve the graduation 

rate by 0.5% a year. 

¶Reduce graduation rate 

gaps by 50% between 

underrepresented and 

majority students in par-

ticipating districts and 

schools. 

¶Reduce performance 

gaps by 50% on national 

and state-wide assess-

ments between under-

represented and major-

ity students in participat-

ing districts and schools. 

¶Reduce the gap be-

tween Ohio and the best 

performing states in the 

Ohio has won Race to 

the Top!  10 winners 

were announced on Au-

gust 24.  Ohio is expect-

ing to receive a total 

$400 million dollars.  

Here is a brief overview 
of the ways in which Ohio 
students will potentially 
benefit from the grant 
money. 

How will students benefit 

from Race to the Top? 

Student success is at the 

center of Ohioôs work and 

four goals detail the 

benefit to students 

across the state. Ohio 

will: 

nation by 50% on read-

ing and mathematics 

proficiency as measured 

by national assessments 

(from the website of 

ODE; read more at 

ODE). 
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Race to the Top: a brief overview  

Check out our website 

for more PD events and 

online courses! http://

www.hcesc.org/pde/

Pages/Courses.aspx 

Photo from www.thedesigninspiration.com  
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Literacy Matters is a publication of Hamil-

ton County Educational Service Center, 

and is created by English Language Arts 

Specialists in the Instructional Services 

Center. Areas of interest and expertise of 

our Specialists range from early child-

hood to adolescent to adult literacy, tech-

nology integration to strategic planning to 

standards and graduation requirements. 

Contact these individuals through liter-

acy@hcesc.org for more information on 

any topic related (however remotely) to 

literacy. Someone will happily respond to 

you. 

MYTH : Teachers will be 

fired/dismissed without 

due process.  

FACT : Teachers will retain all 

due process rights currently 

provided under state law.  

From the Ohio Department of 

Educationôs document: Ohioôs 

Race to the Top: Myths vs. 

Facts   
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