Future Planning Tool #1 
(Section 1-Future Planning in the IEP)
I. 
What is my responsibility? The team will enter 
statements or short paragraphs that summarize the 
child’s skills and interests in relation to the child’s 
goals for education and employment after high 
school. The statements should be based on 
discussion with the child and the child’s family about 
the child’s future including the coming school 
year, and the plans for the child’s life after 
graduation.
II.
What do I need to know and do?
It is important 
the
statements be linked to the child’s evaluation 
team report (ETR) as well any additional data and 
documentation the team has considered in relation 
to the child’s future.  In Section 1-Future Planning, it 
presents the opportunity to get the child actively 
involved early in developing his or her IEP, allowing 

the child to take an increasing role in and ownership

of what the child plans to do in the future and how 
each school year prepares him or her for that future.
III. 
How do I Construct the Future Planning Tool

(Tool #1)

(Questions to ask the IEP Team)

1.  
What interests does the child have?


2.
What strengths and needs does the child have?


3.
How can these interests, strengths, 




and needs be supported and incorporated into 


the child’s education program?


4.
What skills does the child possess?


5. 
What does the child want to do after high 



school in terms of working, living, and 




learning?

6.
What do the parents want the child to do after


high school?


7.
What coursework and career training programs 


will assist the child in accomplishing what he or 


she wants to do after high school?


8.
The team should use questionnaires, surveys, 


interviews, or use of assistive technology



to collect documentation from the child, 



parent/family and IEP team.
IV.
Entering the data and information into 

(Section 1-Future Planning)


Organize the Section:


a.
The family’s thoughts of the future:


b.
The child’s thoughts of the future:
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